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Nevado del Ruiz, 1985 eruption: A good example of a failure emergency management 
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On November 13, 1985 lahars triggered by an eruption of Nevado del Ruiz volcano, Colombia killed about 25,000 people at Armero and Chinchiná towns. Nevado del Ruiz is not a volcano located in remote areas, it is located in central part of the country. Although, Colombia did not have a volcano monitoring system or volcano hazard studies in early 1985, several studies about the geology, geochemistry and Holocenic activity were available at the moment and there was a historical record of the activity of the volcano, where the effects on the Lagunillas river of historical eruptions of 1585 and 1845 were well described. Armero inhabitants felt not related in any way to the volcano. Nevado del Ruiz was an emblem and distinctive symbol of a city on the other side of the mountain range. It is not possible to see the volcano from Armero. Most of the people in the town did not know that the river passing the city has its headwaters at Nevado del Ruiz volcano. Even more, for many people the crater of Nevado del Ruiz was la Olleta located on the western flank of the volcano, Armero was located on the eastern slope of the cordillera. The volcanic hazard of Nevado del Ruiz might have been assessed in October 1985, but the high vulnerability of the community and decision takers due to their perception of the hazard, the incredulity of the situation, the fear of political and economical cost of a evacuation, was underestimated. The eruption occurred when the community did not have any emergency plan available. 
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