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All civilizations have wanted to have welfare conditions, even if sometimes these involve risks. Sebastián de Belalcázar found Pasto city between the fertile and atractive Valle de Atriz and the one of the most active volcanoes in colombian territory, this is the Galeras volcano. Within time, small settlements were developed around the city area, scattered along the valley and the outskirts of the volcano. 

The historical record about Galeras volcano (1500-1993) register at least 42 strong events among  pyroclastic, lava and mud flows, ballistic projectiles, shock waves and ash rain; phenomenon that have affected besides the Pasto city, the municipalities of Consacá, Sandoná, Genoy, Nariño and La Florida. In spite of this, only once, it  took the lifes of  6 scientists, 2 students and one of the students´s father.

Pasto mayor´s office has developed its Territorial Ordering Plan, which included projects in order to be a sustainable region, through vulnerability reduction. However, I think it could be more explicit about new urban acts because the idea is not only to forbid the increase of construction through the laws or adapt evacuation areas, even develop contingency plans in hazard areas, but also to give the people a long term solution.

The solution might be a gradual relocation of the municipalities in high volcanic hazard areas, as Genoy and La Florida, but it depends on socio-economical studies,  which can determine the viability of this project. In the case of Pasto city, the alternative is use urban landscape planning, strengthening the green roads (forest boundaries), in order to limit the western expansion of the city. These green roads can be articulated to the partial plan of enviromental and landscape conservation around the Pasto river and including Mijitayo gulch,  which are also part of the partial plan of  volcanic hazard.
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